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Af fairs of State

T
here are two points that the Con ser va tives have steadily re peated as they go about their busi ness 

these days. The first is that the they have been given a ma jor ity by Ca na di ans to do what they

said they would do — and that’s what they’re do ing.  
The sec ond is that, come Hell or high wa ter, they in tend to es tab lish a re cord of what they will have

ac com plished in the first 100 sit ting days of their man date. 

Does this add up to a grand strat egy? Will they be able to point to what they ac com plished in the first
hun dred days when the next cam paign rolls around? That ob vi ously de pend on how things turn out from
can ning the gun reg is try, end ing the mo nop oly of the Wheat Board, send ing more peo ple to prison for
lon ger stretches and the bud get mea sures they are ex pected to pres ent to bring it to a close. 

Fine state of af fairs

I
t seems just when you think things can get any worse, they do. Those who thought the pre vi ous mi -

nor ity gov ern ments turned Par lia ment into a per ver sion of par ti san pos tur ing might want to pay a

visit to Par lia ment Hill and watch the cur rent one in ac tion.  Clearly a ma jor ity gov ern ment was not

the cure for what ails our gov ern ing in sti tu tions.  
An drew Coyne re cently of fered up an ex cel lent column on our pres ent pre dic a ment.  Coyne is no

stranger to the topic of par lia men tary re form, how ever, he seems to have taken on new en ergy re cently. 
Per haps he is fol low ing his own ad vice of fered in his re view of the book by Mark Jarvis, Lori Turnbull
and the late Pe ter Aucoin:  De moc ra tiz ing the Con sti tu tion: Re form ing Re spon si ble Gov ern ment. In the
clos ing sen tence of his re view, Coyne says: “I hope ev ery one who cares about the de cline of Par lia ment
reads it, but more, I hope it pro vokes them to do some thing about it.” 

His lat est trea tise of the dis mal state of Par lia ment may be one way he is try ing to do his part.

Con tin ued on page 3

W
hat we learned from the G20 re sponse to the Greek trag edy that was un fold ing this month is 

that peo ple who seem to fear de moc racy most are those whose fate rests in the hands of the

masses.  It leads one to spec u late whether most of them would n’t pre fer to do away with de -

moc racy  al to gether and would cheer fully do so if there was any other way to main tain le -

git i macy for gov ern ing. 

http://www2.macleans.ca/2011/11/28/decency-alone-can%E2%80%99t-save-parliament/
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